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os News OF OF ‘THE Da¥. 


lise «TEE REBELLION. 

Tiietiews | from Fortress Monroe, this morning, 
is (‘The webels under Gen, Prror ad- 
Yancad: seross the Blackwater on Friday,. and 

istration with artillery on. Gen. 
Brigades. Our forces were im: 


gnediiithly disponed to ineét them, and advancing, 

drove Puror back again’across the Blackwater, 

fin the direction of Franklin, The fighting ap- 

Aye been quite brisk, and resulted in a 

to us of some 100. men killed and wounded. 

rébel'loss is not known, but some prisoners 

‘were A dispatch from Quartermaster 

Feed nts Corcoray’s Brigade was in 

finn Sieg tie Pet VEL Stee Foe other officers 
safe. 

he" Mewark Advertiser has learned through 

2 letter. from @ gentleman on one of our 

unbéate Gt Beaufort, N.C., that on the 26th ult. 

: bol of our fleet, with the exception of one 

@unboat, “liad leh there forPort Royal.” There 

nwrere,@ollected at Beaufort, at the above date, 

ne pater Senge army steam transports, having 


Se apna soldiers. 





160 schooners load- 
» ammunition, &c., which, to- 


oc me of Texas, were 

cémsultation, yesterday, with the Executive 
uthdfities, “ And thereby hangs a tale.” 

dash ‘was tecently made into Van 

“on the Arkansas River, by a ie 


Be pap fa thie fort, fling the rifle-pits 

demolishing everything that could be made a 

Peek aca o one hereon Tr 

» 22d and 23d ult. The first division, 

_ Sireway, left first, and McCLEENanp, 

‘with remainder of.the forces, followed. All 

he Memphis, except those under 

Gen. .N, were concentrating for the attack 

on Vitketurgh, so organized as to insure suc- 
woes. 

iahey correspondents with’ the Army of 

has learned that Gen. Bunngips, at 

ca of his resignation, waa. offered the com- 

ymand of a new Department, embracing the Btates 

Nogth..and South .Corolina, and that thirty 

time was granted him in which to decide 

if Miot'to” accept ‘the offer. Tt is under- 


: Mr. ane of the Philadelphia Fven- 
ing who was arrested and committed to 
Fort pond ‘at Baltimore, ‘by “order of Gen. 
lente preg @ conservative and loyal 
disavowing his knowledge | 
of ple editorial being - pote 
nai its publication, and cordially 
crag sae ten Cts teisebes Jurr. 
Davis iA President’ Liwcoin’s Messages. He 
denies-eny design of injuring the Government ; 
but for the Union and crushing out 
the ’ Phe letter is believed mie pe 
sia cine in Herc Ti 
who will jfiave inflaerice in ne 
pes rs M a fander + eA 
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| Politics of Military’ 


‘organs that the Administration shows par- 
school of politics—that it “persecutes”’ what 
are called “Conservative " Generals, and ele- 
vates to, command mainly those of its .own 
political complexion. The ‘recent cashiering’ 
for disobedience of orders of a Major-General 
who {s claimed, we know not with what truth, 
to, be“of the “ conservative” order, has raised 
cis onkenn louder and fiercer than ever. 

Of ‘course one has only to look at the list 
of officers in‘active service, from ‘the highest" 
downward, to be. satisfied -of the untruth of 
this partisan assertion ; but very few people 
will trouble themselves ‘todo so; and if the 
statement only be repeated often enough, and 
a loud enough noise made aboutit, the same 
end will be served as if it wére true. Let us 
look at it a moment. 

The“ highest military © officer 
country, (barring the President) Gen. 
H4tuixox, is a Democrat, and a conservative 
Pro-Slavery Democrat at that; and while the 
Secretary’ of War is ‘accused of having 
forsaken certain of his old party opinions, and 
become a “Radical,” no one that we have 
heard of brings any such charge against the 
General-in-Chief. When in command before 
Corinth, he issued and enforced his notorious 
“ Order No.8,” which can ‘hardly be said to 
be Abolition or Radical in its phraseology or 
tendency; and he is reported, and we have 
no| doubt truly, to have ‘said ‘with emphasis, 
only. few days ago, that “no nation can be 
gréat which has not a servile class.” Gen. 
Hatixox ise hard-shell' Democrat by preje- 
dice, by conviction, and, we were about to 
ay, by nature, We do not entertain the 
shadow of a doubt, however, that, ifthe crush- 
ing out of negro Slavery is found to be essen- 
tial to the success of our arms and the preser- 
vation of the Union, Gen. Hatczcx will favor 
its abolition. But will any man who appre- 
ciates the value and glory of the Union find 
fault with him on that account ? 

With: regard to the three Generals com- 





manding the three main armies of the coun- 


Astaeah atten tne 
areniiaie men. tell ue | 
is teally the thing ‘referred to by the copper- 
heads as needing to be conserved. Gen: 
Hopxer, unless we are greatly mistaken, was 
an orthodox Democrat when he came from 
California to reénilist in his country's service ; 
and surely if on any point of political faith 
he may have changed his views to suit the 
changed circumstances, no one could quarrel 
‘with him on that ground. The Generals com- 
manding under him are largely of the Demo- 
cratic ereed. Some-of them, we have heard, 
have turned from Pro-Slavery to Anti-Slavery, 
singe the opening of the war; others have un- 
dergone @ conversion the other way; some 
have turned toward conservatism, others to- 
ward *radicalism ;*and we have even heard of 
more than one case where Generals have been 
convested ‘from’ Democratic to Anti-Slavery 
views, and back again'to Pro-Sigvery Demo- 
cratic. A very.great proportion of our offi- 
cers, however, have repudiated all thought of 
partisan politics till the return of peaceful 
times, and .at-present retain only the broad 
principles of Union and Freedom, and the pol- 
itics of the sword, 

Gen. Rosonans is a life-long Democrat. 
He is very.conservative. He has issued no 
politica) proclamations and attempted to over- 
throw no Southern institution—excepting the 
rebel‘army. And yet, with the Administra- 
tion, as with the great body of loyal people of 
all parties, he stands perhaps highest of any 
officer in’ the service. Of his subordinate 
commanders, Gen. Mrromzi., commanding at 
Nashville, is an old Kansas Democratic poli- 
tician;’ while Gens. Onrrrznpen,: McCook, 
} Tuomas and Rovssrav have all been opposed 
to the Republican party. 3 

Of Gen. Guawr's politics: we ‘have never 

heard anything, but his whole career has cer- 
tainly shown bim to be sufficiently conserva- 
tive of everything but the Southern Confedera- 
oy, and we do not know, that he has ever shown 
any of the. symptoms. of Anti-Slaveryism. 
‘Gen. MoCixananp, next in rank under Gnawr 
in the Army of the | was @ noted 
Illinois Democratic politihian; and the two 
great Divisions of McCiaxwann’s expeditiona- 
ry force are both under | cominand of Demo- 


) crats,—Gen. G. W. Moraas, Bocuanan’s Min- 


ister to Portugal, and Geo. Suxrman. 
With'the minor military columns scattered 
over the ‘rebel Statés, the fact we are trying 
to elucidate holds good—that political procliv-. 
ities, further than théey relate. to Union or Se- 
cession, have hid nothing whatever to do with 
the appointment of their commanders. The 
only prominent Republican politicians who 
are in high command,’so far as we remember, 
‘are Gen. Banxs, at New-Orleans, and Gen. 
compare toe and there are no accu- 
of their lack of © “ coriservatiem.” 
Gen. commanding in Arkansas, is a 
Democrat ; Gen. Hunan, in South Oaro- 
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| Generals now released from active service by | 
| the President, Faxwowr, Cassros M. Crax and | 
| Beveral’ others are noted Republicans ‘and |’ 


“radicals,” but the causes.of their re-’ 


‘| moval wete not . political - but ‘military |. 
were i... 


as the cause of “removal of so 


two Grand Division Generals, Faaxxian 
'Sinanin, who for. perdonal reasons, were. 


tion of Gen. Hooxzs, if: they. could be said to: 


‘one as a Democrat, the otheras @ Republican, 
. With the politics and antecedents of many of 
the ‘other, commanders, and ‘Generals’ in. the 
‘field we are un 
that we are correct in all our statements thus 
far. 


the Administration has appointed or removed 
injlitary commanders because of their political 
proclivities, is utterly refuted by facts patent to 
everybody. If it happens that a large major- 
ity of the high positions in the army are filled 
by Democrats or conservatives, nobody will 
care a straw, if these commanders will only 
whip the .rebels and save the Union; but it’ 
would be a poor compensation to the people 
for a lost country and Government, to know 
that those who ruined them happened to hold 


this or that opinion concerning the character 
of a negro’s wool. 


I 
How to Improve Government Engincer- 
ing, 

If the public continued to admire our slow 
and rolling official “ tubs ” upon the advent of 
the Alabama, they will at least sdmit, ‘ia 
view of the Florida, that the engineering 
knowledge of the world is net, centred in our 
) official Bureaux. And where the Europeans, 
abandoning cast-iron ordnance, are firing 104 
and 18-inch shot, with 50,75 and 90 pounds 
of powder, out of steél and ‘wrought-iron 





ing better processes and materials for fabri- 


are to-day inviting proposals for more cast- 
iron 11-inch Dahigrens, to stand a maximum 
charge of 26 pounds, and a fighting charge 
(the Monitor against the Merrimac) of 16 
pounds, the public will be desirous of ascer- 


en a 


Op Rag ay 


“conservative” commanders was in} 


relieved from their commands on the elévs-'j ' 
hve any politics at. all; might bé classed the |. 


{| but ‘we’ believe} 


‘We only wish to show that the outcry that | fa 


guns, while our own Government, negiect-| 
cating such guns than ‘the Europeans possess, | 


» 


“a son eh age 


5 


h 


‘pacing «few: S4eAt irtnclplla thay. saibht be 

very generally avoided. First and most’ im- 
portant, there should be not only a willing- 
ness, but'a determination to, give the largest 


fapilities for learning the exact facts,’ and. 
| drawing the closest conclusions, should be 
throst'in' their ‘way. To accomplish this, the ; 
report on any invention should be a complete 
argument, or statement of authentic facts, and 
not ‘a mere ‘verdict: “When ‘an  inventor’s 
scheme is rejected for a clearly expressed rea- 
son, he and the public will either be convineed 
or haye the opportunity to reply. to specific 
statements. A mere “ guilty” or “ not guilty,” 
without testimony or charge, is worse than 
unsatisfactory. This report, should be. pub- 
lished: in cheap pamphlet form, like the 
English patents, so as to be universally ac- 


be signed, and the minority report, if any, 
printed In full, so as to make all members 
professionally responsible for their opinions. 
Again, since no man can be really learned in 
all the sciences involved in warfare, the 
Board should have power to call in ‘and 





taining some means by which outside knowl- 
edge and success can be made available. It 
will no longer answer to declare that a fast 





shot at low velocities will 

clads, when the Government is already aban- 
doning 15-inch guns and ordering 13-inch 
guns, for the purpose of firing lighter shot ata 
higher velocity—and that, after their own 
carefully guarded but by no means conecaled 


experiments on iron targets. 
Nor is it necessary to go abroad to 


outside of the’ nien ahd. traditions. of 
our departments. Although there has been 
quite too much bragging about it, the fact re- 
s, that the most remarkable and success- 
fal werden of material and power to new’ 
requirements, on record, have been developed 
by our men of science in civil life.’ The in- 
ventive American mind is not only competent 
to refine and perfect the higher and older en- 
gineering arts, but appears singularly capable 
of striking out in new directions and laying 
hold of novel expedients. The great art of 
war depends upon both of these attributes. 
Thereare certain prineiples and processes 
in warfare, which are old—even classic. 
These, being the professional meat and drink 
of those officially educated in it, beget what. 
is perhaps excusable, a professional exciu- 
siyeness and conservatism ; but what is’ 
worse, they not only check the development 
of riew ideas from within, but oppose the 
formidable barrier of routine and formala, to 
novelties and improvements from without. 
Thus, steam propulsion for war vessels, iron 
armor, rified-cannon, and ‘nearly’ évery great 
advance in. the art of defence, has: been de- 
veloped by some engineer. in civil.tife, and 
officially resisted'to the lest. -And'there are’ 
to-day improvements of equal value as strong- 
ly. urged and as persistently rejected. Among 
them, by the way, is the abandonment of all 
the clumsy appointments that-figure in naval 
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yomance, and the adoption ot high pressure 
in guns “and linders’ ‘of ‘moderate 
calibre, to the end of producing, maximem 
power with light weight and great strength. 
Even supposing, then, the requisite’ learning 
and honesty on the part of our Bureaux, this 
great art is likely to fall below,the standard 
of excellence ee Sheesh Mee tee kine 
standard ip those countries, Jikely at any 
time to’be our enemies, where the public at. 
large are rather encoureged than: opposed in 
the improvement of military and’ naval, ma- 
chinery. 

It. is evident, then, without farttier argu- 


needs to have our engineering Bureadx reln- 
forced with ideas from the great and success- 
ful body of unofficial experts, who 2 
only peculiarly capable pageetonr Sieg 


but alteady overflowing with 
are casd. aly, tocbe! Galiy a 
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‘The burdens and disasters of the ‘war would 


‘think of such: » proposition. ‘We have too 


their interests were guarded, but the greatest | 
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& torment as:can'be found op earth? ‘But 
can we consent to 
desert’ them atid: cause, they. uphold. 
havé to press far more-heavily upon us. than 
they have donqas yet, to induce us, even, to 


godd an opinion. of the manliness of the Amer- 
jcan people, to believe that. they will agree to 


thesé Southern Unionists,.and we. doubt not 
they will mark ‘with contémp}. any man who 
shall urge upon them such a course. 





The Emperer and His Organ. 

“A little knowledge "’ has been pronounced 
“ a dangerous thing,” but a journalistic organ, 
whether .for Emperor or President, seems to 
be stilf’more so...The sternest Jehu cannot 
prevent these redactorial hacks from occa- 
sionally kicking over the traces, and involving 
their patrons’ In an awkward dilemma. . Be- 
cguse: of their»position; every ‘absurdity to 
which these journalists give 


or assumed to have their sanction’ and ap-- 
-proval....On account of being once in a while 
inspired, their readers imaging that they are | 
invariably undor the influence of the “divine 
affiatus.” The erroneousness of this opinion, 
however, is exemplified by the recent, indis- 


| ‘That journal had been only thirteen days in 
existence when its‘ aspiring editor actually 
broached heresies which the Emperor could 
never possibly countenance in any way—cer- 
tainly not.. It was well known, of course, that 
His Majesty was anxious to make an effort 
to’ terminate the American war by acting as 
mediator” between the belligerents, but it 





pay the expenses of experts, who should 
be. aworn not to» be in the employ 
of the inventor interested. These conii- 
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‘NEWS FROM WASHINGTON: 


OUR SPECIAL WASHINGTON DISPATCHES. 
Wasurneror, Saturday, Jan. 31. 

THE FINANCES. 

. Pell REE Ba written an‘impor-\ | 

tant letter to Mr.. Samaman, of the Senate Finance 





ttee, indorsing the general principles of the ." 
Bank bili introduced by the latter info the Senate, * 
but suggesting several important amendments, , 
CONGRESS. i 
The Senate and House were both in seasionie-day, | . 
although it was difficalt to secure a quorum to’ votein ° 
the former body. ‘The House will. vote on the Negre . 
Regiment bill on Monday. ; 
ILLNESS OF MR. CORNING. . 
The condition of Hon. _Erasrus Commune who is 
of erysipelas, is considered eritical. , 
THE ALMADEN QUICKSILVER MINE. 
The argument before the Supreme Court in this 
important case has been in progress for the last seven 
days. Perhaps no case was ever heard. before this 


uftetante; is éither adcribed to their masters, |” 


give an earnest and undivided attention to the argu- 
ments of the distinguished gentlemen engaged in the 
cape. 

Mr. Pzacurt and Mr. Jommsom have. already been 
heara for the defendant in error, Castillon, and Judge 
Btsox has just finished his argamient for the Govern- “ 
ment, Mr. Cunris is now following on the same. 
side, Mr, O’Conon will reply, and close forthe de- |‘ 

The Court-room is full of anxious and interested 
parties. Many ladies have left the galleries of the 
Senate and House to listen to the arguments of these 
distinguished gentlemen. Comparison has been made 
to Macau.ar’s description of the trial of Wazazn 
Hastrves, where “ wit and learning, grace and female 
loveliness,” crowded the galleries of the House of 
Commons to listen to the argument of Suzam x. 








was * equally “well known’ that he con- 
templated nothing beyond friendly  re- 
monstrance and amicable argument.' The 
circumspection’ of the Emperor was 
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a any necessary cost. Some money weeb 
undoubtedly be spent on abortive schemes, but 
‘leas, probably, than the amount necessary to 
put new machinery—which will certainly 
have to be done—into the half-dozen war ves- 
| sels which are the exclusive work of the De- 
partment, oe professional advice from 
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not help sympathizing with Rip Van Winkle 
sometimes now-a-days. Every now and then 
we learn of occurrences, and hear them spoken 
of in the most ‘indifferent’ way, which but a. 
short time ago would have sent a: thrill over 
the Continent. Changes take place so rapidiy;, 
and such great changes too, that we some- 
times almost feel as if we too must have fal- 
len into Rip Van Winkle’s trance, and have 
newly awaked with the thunder still in our 
ears of those sinepin balls.which echoed 
through the valleys of the Katskills as he sank 
to sleep. But it is only the thunder of the 
omnibuses on Broadway, as we find when we 
gather our thoughts about us,—one of the old 
familiar sounds which show’ us that hete at 


féw years ago. How much stronger must. 
this feeling be to those who live at the South: 
There changes. have been so great and so 
swift that men might well find difficulty in re-' 
cognizing themselves. What fancy was wild 
enough to imagine five years ago. euch things 
as now are there living facts. 


feading a report ofthe ‘speech of Cok Han. 
wrom, at New-Orleans on Jan, 14, and the 
of the meeting: at which ‘he 


‘speeches here, did not hesitate to’ call things 
by their proper names ;. ‘to« charge ‘upon: |’ 
‘Slavery, Gnd. the |slaveholders, ‘the guilt. 


to characterize Slavery as,*@ great social, 
political aiid, moral evil,” ihe influence had 
pervaded and destroyed’ the nation, and to 
exalt: free labor to the. lofty: position whieh, 
ese tre ian ie i) Ang | 


‘France, while carrying on hostilities against 


“mac did 
We were led into: this train of thought, by | 


pike cqul 
ee ie’ the, bonds of peace ; 
of the’ present’ awful state, “of | sffiirs’;’| ting 


jal Hs ama ceed 6 ements 


his opinion, .for the procuring of Southern’ 
cotton, to relieve the distress of French ope- 
ratives, as war with the North. Such a war, 
too, was justified by the most approved prec- 
edents. England, for example, had. made 
war upon China, to compel the Celestiais to 
traffic in opium, and why should not France be 
entitled to enter intoa conflict with the United. 
States, in order to’ force the opening of the 
Confederate ports?’ Nor would #'war for this 
purpose be justified...merely~ by: «prec- 
edent: The superior morality “of its 
object would of itself ‘suffice to legitima- 
tize it. The. Anglo-Ohinese war was waged 
to bompel the sale of a poisonous drug, but 
a philanthropic desire to mitigate the suffer- 
ings of a meritorious class, and to exchange 
the gold and luxuries of the Old World for 
the most precious product of the New. It 
would be conducted, moreover, with the 
strictest regard to the internal rights of the 
belligerents North and South, and, to crown 
all, and render it quite’ ‘inoffensive. to. us, 
France would couple therewith “the spirit of 
concord, of fraternity, and. of peace.” How 


the Union; could contrive to effeet'so miracu- 
lous a junction between the spirit of outrage 
and slaughter and the “spirit of concord, fra- 
ternity:and peace,” M. Garnier ‘De Cassaq- 
attempt to explain ; but ne matier. 
Alr taille, and ‘mach more of thé same’ 
kind,.of the French official editor, was in di- 
réct antagonisin with the evowed policy of 
him whose typographical mouthpiece La Va- 
tion iss: ‘The Emperer’s: plan of action was. 
by friendly mediation; the editor’s, by armed 


‘His Majésty looked to strength- 
his satelite to let- 


Tobie the degs. Of war. Was there ever, 
such on the pert of an official editor ? 
What will the poemapee, Give La Nation'| 


es 


at once. It is‘hard to say.’ 
Mysterious, 


sock seieiacnsietine aaah id effective, in | 


its first warning, or suppress. it altogether _ 
however, are the ways of the |, 


TO THE ASSOCIATED PRESS. 
Wasuineton, Saturday, Jan. 31, 
THE CHARGES AGAINST COMMISSIONER HOLLOWAY 





OE ORES corkage 
Major-Gen. Burzzn, and Col. Hamurom,the Mi. 
tary Governor ef Texas, were in corsultation, t° « 
day, with the Executive authorities. ae 
There is nothing new concerning the Army of the 
Potomac. 
WAY. 


MATTERS. 
, keting: Lieut B&B. 


Cavanpy, commanding the 
United States gunboat Gemsbok, writing from Tur- 
tle Harbor, East Florida, on the 10th inst., informe 
the Navy Department of the grounding on the 7th 
peer 
from ads, one of : 

pedition transports. She was loaded witha company 
of troops, & battery, horses; forage, &¢. “Lieut. Cav-* > 
unpr kedged her off the jreef, and she awalted better 
weather to pursue her voyage. 

Lieut. Cavanpr also reports that the 
Sea, from the same place, another of ig gon 
pedition transports, got on a reef about the same time 
and place, and will prove & total wreck; 

The. United States steamer Sagemore subsequently 
towed the Lucinda out of danger. 


The cargo of the Sparkling Sta, consisting of = . ~ 
battery, horses and ee prebehily ‘Prove.@ 
total loss. 

WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENCE 
TERRORISM IN CONGRESS—A NIGHT SESSION—DaN- 
GEROUS INTENTIONS OF THE OPPOSITION, 
BTC., ETO 
Wasumvetos, Thursday, Jan. 20, 1863, 

Phe Opposition faction in the House, stimula-....; 
ted, as the last month of the session approaches, by 
the example of their Northern confederates, have at 
length introduced the defiant systems pursued at Har-. 
Heburgh and Albany. It is true that the last night's 
sitting, which closed at 5 o’clock this morning, had no 
displays of the terrorism exercised at the North. 
Even if a raging siow-storm had mot preverited the 
galleries from filling, they would have been flied ‘by 
an orderly assemblage. But.this is due, I suppose, to. 


| the location of the Capitol, Sometimes we deplore... 


the mistakes of our fathers, in placing it 90 apari from” 
} crises as this, the ‘of thelr avowed purpose is. 
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